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the necessity of armed defence of India, the past twenty
years will have been years of gross neglect of the primary
dn:v of Gongressmen to learn the science of armed warfare.
And I fear that history- will hold me, as the general of the
light, responsible for the tragedy. The future historian
will say that I should have perceived that the nation was
learning not non-violence of the strong but merely passivity
of the weak, and that I should have, therefore, provided
for Congressmen's military-training.

Being obsessed with the idea that somehow or other
India will learn true non-violence, it would not occur to
me to invite my co-workers to train themselves for armed
defence. On tlie contrary, I used to discountenance all
sword-play and the display of stout lathis. Xor am I even
nov repentant for the past. I have the unquenchable faith
that, of all the countries in the world, India is the one
country which can learn the' art of non-violence, that if
the test were applied even now, there would be found*
perhaps, thousands of men and women who would be
willing to die without harbouring malice against their
persecutors. I have harangued crowds and told them
repeatedly that they might have to suffer much including
death by shooting. Did not thousands of men and women
brave hardships during the salt campaign equal to any
that soldiers are called upon to bear? No different capacity
is required from what has been already evinced, if India
has to contend against an invader. Only it will have to
be on vaster scale.

One thing ought not to be forgotten. India unarmed
would not require to be destroyed through poison gas or
bombardment. It is the Maginot line that has made the
Siegfried line necessary. And vice versa. Defence of India
by the present methods has been necessary because she is
an appendage of Britain. Free India can have no enemy.
And if her people have learnt the art of saying resolutely
*eo* and acting up to it, I dare say, no one, would want
to invade her. Our economy would be so modelled as to
prove no temptation for the exploiter.

But some Congressmen will say:  ccApart from the